plat
Overall Approach to Risk Assessment

At SPLAT we take all reasonable steps to ensure staff and children in our care are not
exposed to risks. We promote the safety of children, parents, staff and visitors by reviewing
and reducing any risks.

Risk assessments

Risk assessments document the hazards or aspects of the environment that need to be
checked on a regular basis. These include who could be harmed, existing controls, the
seriousness of the risk or possible injury, any further action needed to control the risk, who
is responsible for what action, when and how often the action will be undertaken, and how
this will be monitored, checked and by whom.

The nursery carries out written risk assessments regularly (at least annually). These are
reviewed regularly and cover potential risks to children, staff and visitors at the nursery.
When circumstances change in the nursery, e.g. a significant piece of equipment is
introduced or new activity or experience is planned, we review our current risk assessment
or conduct a new risk assessment dependent on the nature of this change.

Risk Benefit Assessments

At SPLAT Nursery & Forest School, we recognise that play and exploration naturally involve a
degree of risk. We use Risk—Benefit Assessments (RBAs) alongside traditional Risk
Assessments to ensure that children are kept safe while still being given opportunities to
learn through challenge, adventure, and real experiences. While standard risk assessments
identify potential hazards and outline control measures to reduce harm, our RBAs go further
by also considering the developmental, emotional, and educational benefits of an activity.
This balanced approach supports children to build confidence, resilience, and
problem-solving skills in a managed way. It enables staff to make informed decisions that
prioritise safety without unnecessarily limiting play, curiosity, and independence, key
principles of our Forest School and early years ethos.

All staff are trained in the risk assessment process to ensure understanding and compliance
of how they manage risks. All outings away from the nursery are individually risk assessed
and adequately staffed with paediatric first aid trained practitioners. For more details, please
refer to the Visits and outings policy.
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